Airfield’s 5 top tips for attracting wildlife into the School Garden
1. Plant as many different types of plants as possible, both native and exotic. Beware of overly invasive species. The greater the diversity of plants encourages the greatest diversity of wildlife. Plant a mixed species hedgerow. It is one of the greatest habitats for wildlife.
2. Plant to attract insects, butterflies, bees, birds, frogs and mammals and to feed and shelter your wild life. 

Plant nectar rich plants encourage bees and butterflies. 

Perennials: clover, columbine, cowslips, daisies, mulleins, echiums, yarrow, forget-me-nots, honeysuckle, marigolds, rudbeckias, sedums, sweet William. 

Spring bulbs: crocus, snowdrops, daffodils and tulips.

Trees and shrubs: apple, willow, bramble, blackthorn, buddleia.

Herbs: marjoram, thyme, lavender, mint, rosemary,
Plants to attract caterpillars: burdock, cabbage, holly, ivy, nasturtium, nettle and grasses.
Night scented plants to attract moths: Evening primrose, night scented stock and tobacco plants. 
Plants which produce fruit and seed: cherry, elderberry, garlic mustard, guilder rose, hawthorns, hazel, holly, ivy, mountain ash, pines, strawberry tree, teasel, thistles, arum, yew, linseed, sunflowers.
3. Don’t be too tidy. Leaving areas of nettles, grass and bramble increases the habitats for all living things. Don’t dead head flowers but leave the seed heads on to feed the birds. Leave fallen leaves on the ground or in a pile as a habitat. Introduce a dead wood pile into the garden to encourage fungi and beetles. 

4. Even the smallest pond will increase wildlife. Try a half barrel or a large plastic pot. Ensure that there is a small beach or slope so the wildlife can drink and climb in and out of the pond.  
5. Not all birds want to nest in a bird box. Try tying a few branches together in a hedge or small tree to make a secure hallow for birds to nest in.  Don’t forget to have a birdbath and bird feeders for over the winter.
